ii6             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Guarded the seacoast and the shore
And on our host waged constant war
Always alert to make attack.
To harry us and force us back.                                             2,330
RICHARD   LANDS  AT ACRE
The king viewed all things, and surveyed.
And plans he made and plans he made.
And when he came to land, ye would
Have seen the whole great baronhood
Who came with the French king to meet him
And with most eager welcome greet him.73
And many folk were on the strand
To see him. He set foot on land:74
Then had ye heard the trumpets ring
To greet Richard, the peerless king.                                    2,340
And all the host of Christendom
Were happy, for that he had come.
But when he came, the Turks inside
The town of Acre were terrified.
He had so many ships,75 they knew
That he would put an ending to
Their goings-out and comings-in
Which brought us damage and chagrin.
on the ground that when Taki ed Din is mentioned later on he is not referred to as
seneschal. As there was no such office among the Moslems, it is ridiculous to refuse the
identification on these grounds. Taki ed Din is known to have been at the siege of
Acre and to have occupied the position along the shore on the right wing of Saladin's
forces. He was there from September, 1189, to June, 1190, and again from November,
1190, until after April 6, 1191, although he had intended to leave the camp on March
2, 1191. As he had not left by April 6, there is reason to suppose that he may still have
been there as late as June 8. (LaMonte, "Taki ed Din, prince of Kama," in Moslem
World, XXXI [1941], 149-60.)
73 The Erodes (p. 170) says: "La fu li rois de France de si grant humilite que
il descendi de son cheval a terre, et prist la meme dou roi Richart entre ses braz et
mist a terre hors dou bate!."
74 The It'tmrartum (p. 211) gives the date: Saturday before the feast of St. Barnabas
in Pentecost week, i. e., June 8. This date is confirmed by Roger of Hoveden (III,
112), Ralph of Diceto (II, 94), Ibn al Athir (p. 42), and Beha ed Din (p. 248),
75 Beha ed Din (p. 248) and Ibn al Athir (p. 43) both say he had twenty-five great
galleys.